Safety and side effects of anisoylated plasminogen streptokinase activator complex and streptokinase in patients with acute myocardial infarction. Interim report of the IRS II Study.
86 patients with a first myocardial infarction presenting within 6 hours of the onset of symptoms were randomly allocated to treatment with intravenous streptokinase or anisoylated plasminogen streptokinase activator complex (APSAC). Side effects were observed in 34.1% of patients (15 of 44) in the streptokinase group and 23.8% (10 of 42) in the APSAC group. These effects included injection related effects (in 4 patients on streptokinase versus 6 on APSAC) and neurological complications (0 vs 2 patients, respectively). Femoral haematoma accounted for the majority of bleeding events. Death occurred as a consequence of haemorrhage in 2 patients (1 receiving streptokinase and the other APSAC).